
: ;  took twr. ;  ca.bs i i ,  g i€t  the falr j  1y to the s tat ior. .  lad.d..  ,  I

al ',nougtr n<.itr:r-ta:rls were plentiful now, aJrd. quite reliable, tire , .1..:rr

carriages with their big double eeats and. open tops were oueh easrer

to pire woth dr:nnage bags and parcers, and arryhray the cabbies rr/ere

nore read.trr to help vith luggage than the thin young nen who had learned

to drive taris. Mother went in the first cab with Jane, becauge she

rsas the eld.eet and coultl help to look after the baggage at the station,

and Alna, because she rras the gnalleet and. coulcl be squeezed. between the

bigger pieces on the front seat. l,itren they were off Padd#y would put

the twlns and. Poppy, the cook, into the second cab, pire the laet of

the snal] thingp around. then. lock up the house, and clinb onto the

high seat beside the driver.

standing und.er the clock in the high steer-arched station, when the

Iuggage had been counted. and recodatecl and the child.ren herd.ed. together

aror:nd. it, was the worst part of the whol.e trip. rt was sonehow just

as inevitable as the nrsh and. excitenent of getting up earlyreri

gulping breakfast, and. stuffing into bags already overrlowing those

treagureg which at the last noment geendd ind.ispensable. Bazel- aiidnrt

rnind. rauch because she liked. to watch the people coraing fron the Ner*

York sreeper newly shaved. dark-suited. nen, women with furs anal

vei.Led hats, their neat euitcases following in the hands of respectfirl

She put d.own her basket with{ the nrbber boots tied. tored-caps.

its handlell

cl-ock wi th

and deta/ched herself froo the little group under the

the prle ot ramshackle bags, thinking that sone ilay ehe

l3 l to4ar 
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Xew tor{ana it wou'Idnrt be nith a d'unnage bag :ii ';rer'

But to Evelyn, her twin sieter' and to Alna' the hands of the clock

novedmuchtooslowly ' I tvasbadenoughl 'Vtauing' tosi tonthetrain

forthreehours,butthenat leaetyou}reregoirresomewhere;}r* there

you just had' to stan'l etill'

A lnawasgzzLr{  at thecandycounterwithsuchaneaningfulair ,and.

Hazv:hadsoplainlydisgociatedherse}f f rontherest . , f thefani}y,

thatDadd{ytookaf inalglanceattheclockandsaid ' l ' I th i r rkthey

wi l l letusgetonnor ' .Eve11m,I | I l takethegrasslakeandyotr-

car. carry your Motherf g coat ' Hzzel' dc'ntt forgBt the h:nch"rl

rrf rfl 161[er carry yorrr suitcaser Daddf,y - t]re i"urclr itxjtks so

funrry. Couldnrt Evelyn carry j-t non? rl

| l fazel ,don|tbestupidandgetthirrgsal ln ixedupl tsaidJane. j t l l |

I t |e!0uchbetter i fyougooncarry i r rgwhatyou} 'eIecar l ] r i r rgbefore.

Arlyr*ay, it's your nrbber bootg that nake it look so funn;r"'

r,[hey donrt look as fr.urny aB your hattt sajd' Eazet, and hold'ing

thebasketst i f f lyawayfronherkneesehenarchedpr in lythrouglr the

irongateswithaf inet l isregard. forJa.rre|gconroand' towait for the

ot[ers.

There wag nothing to do on the train except sit at leagt not

r:rrtil Farrrha^o, arrd then you pushed your nose to $fi the wind.ow to

, . ratchforthe€bhool-hougewhichrDad.d,ygaidwaeexaet lyhal f -way

betweenMontrealand'Magpg.Beforethatyoulcregthateachninute

yousathat l tobesatal loveragainafterFarnha^n.sotherewasno



and the warehouse sheds of that town vere past, frfu tne'To}ling hili"s
of the Esstern Townehipe began, gentle at first and then nore and. more

abrrrpt, and the treeg appeared, and sonetlnes you couJ.ri see cows, and

people weed.ing ka1e, and rfr;rorrrlr?r after that you could hear the

ruroble of the train ae it crossed. brictged. grflIi? and etrea,ns, and alnost

before you had savourid. that hueh of anticipation there would. be a

wbopp and rsrrlrrturl everyone except Foppy worrltl Wf n*h$, to tne

right hand eiale of the traln to look down into ft?Eri Orford Lake,

ite clear waters nade d.eep a^nd nysterioug by the wooden piles of the

otd railway track ttisappfearing be]ow then. llhen the tict-a-tick of

the rail jpints would resound. between the rfclry rralls of a cutting, and rL

there nould be another flash of the lake, arraJtrren everyone woulcf nrsh
peer

to the laft ha^nd vindows to gzr upward. at the brovs of Orfortl.

After that it was a matter of d.esperate conpetition ag to who would. be

the first to see the big lake, althor4b everTrone kner that you could

never see even a corner of it until the train pullett rround the curve,
+1,r4

and.rthere it rrr+i lay, its long expanse stretching to the south
I

with the familiar hills around. it. Jane would be solenn aB she gazed:

fuetfu'would clutch her bag, bracing it and, her ror.ud body against the

curve of the train: Ajbna r*ould. tvist her head to catch eight of the

horses d,rrwn up at the station, and ltr-rtx Hazel, her propriety Bon€,

rould swing ner feet clear sd between the backs of the seate aJrd

shout trWetre here j 'rveire here j rt

It was funny to think that it took alnost as long to do the seven

rciles fron Magog to the farn ae it dld to d.o the ninety odd fron

@ #*nm;*edf" *n",ft"f+*ht a#l*x{FBEr ere*c sf,ftIre'ai"ffi dr

tu



Montreal to l'Iagog. Jim arone il with a right ca*iage could. dake it

in ress than an hour, but with arr the luggage and the heavy lragon

eren the two horses together took tnro hor:rsrand sometines more/ if the

road's were roud.dgr" They couJd trot onry.on the flat pieces, so if you

put on yor.rr rubber boots you could jrinp out of the lragon and run along

behi'nd', and' goir:g up hills you had. tine to look for stfrbe*iee on the
road.eid.e and. even to climb the fences and. walk arong the ed.ges of the

fierd's if you were quick. But once past the $rass Eouse there wasnrt

much ti-ne because then the lunch basket uas openerr and. you had. to be

right besid'e it if yo,, *,Jr,t"d to get enor:gh bread, a^nd cheege to nake

up for those long hours on the tr"ain. By the tine you had eaten the

sandwiches, and. the chocolate which Daddy arways had in his poc$et,

the horses began to hrow they were near home and you had to run to

keep up. menf you ca$ne to Jud.d.rg Eill, and then you cour_d see the
boundary elm, and sudd.enly you were waving to r,Ir Robinson on his porch,

and' passing the wilti pl,.a tree all in flower, and with a lurch and a

bunp you drew up in the front yard. fhe screen d.oor flew open at

Eazerfs pu11 and. there ras Daddy with the first loacl of drrnnage bags,

ducking hi.s ,inaccustoned. head und.er the stove pipe on his r+a; to let

Poppy in at the kitchen door with her arnful of pots antl baking tins.
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