v took two cabs to get the family to the station, Dadd,
altnough motor-taxis were plentiful now, and quite reliable, tne r .gr
carriages with their big double seats and open tops were much easier
to Pile woth dunnage bags and parcels, and anyway the cabbies were
more ready to help with luggage than the thin young men who had learned
to drive taxis. Mother went in the first cab with Jane, because she
was the eldest and could help to look after the baggage at the station,
and Alma, because she was the smallest and could be squeezed between the
bigger pieces on the front seat. When they were off padqpy would put
the twins and Poppy, the cook, into the second cab, pile the last of
the small things around them, lock up the house, and climb onto the

high seat beside the driver,

Standing under the clock in the high steel-arched station, when the
luggage had been counted and recotinted and the children herded together
around it, was the worst part of the whole trip. It was somehow just
as inevitable as the rush and excitement of getting up early, and
gulping breakfast, and stuffing into bage already overflowing those
treasures which at the last moment seeméd indispensable., Bazel didn't
mind much because she liked to watch the people coming from the New
York sleeper - newly shaved dark-suited men, women with furs and
veiled hats, their neat suitcases following in the hands of respectful
red-caps, She ﬁput down her basket withy the rubber boots tied to
its handiey and detafched herself from the little group under the
clock with the pile ot ramshackle bags, thinking that some day she
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xpx would go to New Yor%and it wouldn't be with a dunnage bag gither,
But to Evelyn, her twin sister, and to Alma, the hands of the clock

moved much too slowly. It was bad enougﬂﬁ having to sit on the train
for three hours, but then at leagt you were going somewhere; bt here

you just had to stand still.

Alma was gzzing at the candy counter with guch a meaningful air, and
Hazel had so plainly dissociated herself from the rest of the family,
that Dadddy took a final glance at the clock and said "I think they
will let us get on now. Evelyn, I'll take the grass rake and you
can carry your Mother's coat, Hazel, don't forget the'lunchl"

nI'd rather carry your suitcase, Daddpy - ‘the lunch i1oéks so
funny. Couldn't Evelyn carry it now? "

"Hazel, don't be stupid and get things all mixed up" said Jane. b oo
It's much better if you go on carrying what you were carrying before,
Anyway, it's your rubber boots that make it look so funny."

"They don't look as funny as your hat" sa_id Hazel, and holding
the basket stiffly away from her knees she marched primly through the
iron gates with a fine disregard for Jane's command to wait for the

otbers.

There was nothing to do on the train except sit - at least not
until Farnham, and then you pushed your nose to gtz the window to
watch for the #bhool-house which Daddy said was exactly half-way
between Montreal and Magog. Before that you knew that each minute

you sat had to be sat all over again after Farnham, so there was no

u%!rtpinkigﬁJabout it. But when the long rows of xhedwxamid tracks
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and the warehouse sheds of that town were past, e the Folling hills
of the Eastern Townships began, gentle at first and then more and more

abrupt, and the trees appeared, and sometimes you could see cows, and
people weeding kale, and afexxxaiexx after that you could hear the
rumble of the train as it crossed bridged gull;z and streams, and almost
before you had savour#d that hush of anticipation there would be a

whopp and EXEXyimgxx everyone except Roppy would Wegive rushéﬂ to the
right hand side of the train to look down into &xmfd Orford Lake,

its clear waters made deep and mysterious by the wooden piles of the

old railway track disappgearing below them. Then the tick-a-tick of

the rail jpints would resound between the r%cky walls of a cutting, and &
there would be another flash of the lake, anqkhen everyone would rush

to the laft hand windows to g::i upward af the brows of Orford.

After that it was a matter of desperate competition as to who would be
the first to see the big lake, although averyone knew that you could
never see even a corner of it until the train pulled around the curve,
an;j:here it wmmxd lay, its long expanse stretching to the south

with the familiar hills around it. Jane would be solemn as she gazed:
Eve%ﬁy’would clutch her bag, bracing it and her round body against the
curve of the train: Amma would twist her head to catch sight of the
horses drwwn up at the station, and Haxwkx Hazel, her propriety gone,

would swing ner feet clear mf between the backs of the seats and

shout '"We're here ! We're here { ¥

It was funny to think that it took almost as long to do the seven
miles from Magog to the farm as it did to do the ninety odd from
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Montreal to Magog., Jim alone im with a light carriage could dake it
in less than an hour, but with all the luggage and the heavy wagon
emen the two horses together took two hours/and sometimes more ¢ if the
roads were muddy. They could trot only on the flat pieces, so if you
put on your rubber boots you could jump out of the wagon and run along
behind, and going up hills you had time to look for sté@berries on the
roadside and even to climb the fences and walk along the edges of the
fields if you were quick. But once past the @lass House there wasn't
much time because then the lunch basket was opened and you had to be
right beside it if you w;nted to get enough bread and cheese to make
up for those long hours on the train, By the time you had eaten the
sandwiches, and the chocolate which Daddy always had in his pocket,

the horses began to know they were near home and you had to run to
keep up, Then# you cagme to Judd's Hill, and then you could see the
bounflary elm, and suddenly you were waving to Mr Robinson on his porch,
and passing the wild plum tree all in flower, and with a lurch and a
bump you drew up in the front yard., The screen door flew open at
Hazel's pull and there was Daddy with the first load of dunnage bags,
ducking his jinaccustomed head under the stove pipe on his w%? to let

Poppy in at the kitchen door with her armful of pots and baking tins.

aunJruasne . ‘
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